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@mm September 2026
Deanery Synod - 23" September 2026 at 7.30pm at St Mary’s Slough

Issue 50

Upcoming dates for your diary

Deanery Quiet Day for clergy - Tuesday 13'" October 9.30- 3pm
Mission and Pastoral committee Wednesday 14" October 7.30pm at Colnbrook Vicarage

WHEN HATRED BECOMES NORMAL:
HAS THE CHURCH LOST ITS PROPHETIC NERVE?

A REFLECTION FROM THE BISHOP OF WOLVERHAMTON.

This is a moment for the Church of England to regain its
nerve: to listen, lament, speak, stand alongside those who
are targeted, and confront racism wherever it

appears - including when it is cloaked in Christian
vocabulary.

Silence is not neutrality. Our calling is to bear courageous
witness to Jesus Christ, in whom strangers become
neighbours, and every tribe, people and nation are
gathered into one reconciled humanity.

RESONATE (43-19) YOUTH EVENT

Resonate is a termly

We continue to mourn the tragic and dreadful death of
Professor Jason Arday, a much-loved and widely admired

UKME/GMH person of British Ghanaian heritage, whose
life, scholarship and public contributions inspired many
across wider society. Our first response must remain one
of compassion, lament and prayer for his family, friends,
colleagues and all who continue to grieve his loss.

Yet lament must not become silence. Without presuming
upon the circumstances of his death, we must continue
the public conversation about the way he was treated in
his final weeks and ask the difficult questions that his R Eso NAT E
experience raises for our institutions. In particular, the 4317
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vulnerable within systems in which they may already feel” I_EI!r

isolated or exposed . ENQUIRIES: 07507123342; 07452717003

SCAN ME

This is not about assighing blame prematurely or using
tragedy to deepen division. It is about ensuring that grief
leads to learning, accountability and change. If we
genuinely value UKME/GMH clergy and leaders for the
gifts, perspectives and diversity they bring, that
affirmation must be matched by a serious commitment
to their pastoral care, dignity, psychological safety and
fair treatment, especially in difficult moments.
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Bishops Rosemarie Mallett and Arun Arora, our
co-leaders for racial justice, have courageously warned

event for Christian
youth all across
Slough featuring
worship, prayers,
word, socials, and a
chance to gather
together and grow in
our relationship with
God!

This event is jointly
organised by local
churches in Slough
and CCiS with the
vision of creating a
Christ centred
community for all
young people in their
local area.

We want Resonate to be a place that is run for young people,
by young people who want to know God more and we want to
include the voice of young people in every part of the event.
Thank you so much for helping spread the word! Register at
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/resonate-tickets-
1998943912051

YouShape

YouShape is a year for
18 to 30-year-olds to
grow in faith, deepen
their personal
relationship with Jesus

and exre where God méy be calling them. We are still
looking for more young people to take up this valuable

against declining standards of human decency and a rising opportunity. If you are aware of anyone please get in touch

tide of racism. Rowan Williams has likewise invited
reflection on a culture of public shaming. Their voices
should awaken us, not merely reassure us.

with Kate Stacey, Head of Discipleship at
communications@oxford.anglican.org. or The Deanery Admin
sloughburnhamdeanery@gmail.com


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ez_QkHMe-YY
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/1980024862665?aff=oddtdtcreator
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LIVING WATER THIS CREATIONTIDE
23 SEPTEMBER, 6.30PM

The Season of Creation theme this year is Living Water. Join us in
praying this blessing over a river, stream or water source near you:

God of living waters, of streams, and springs, and rivers, you
promise the watering of the wilderness, and the drenching of the
desert that seeds long dormant might germinate. Bless this river
[insert namel], that in its waters and along its banks wildlife might be
sheltered and nourished, plants might flourish and people might

find solace, peace and joy.
HERITAGE OPEN DAYS at St Laurence’s: Amen.

www.saint-laurence.com

Blessing by Bishop Mary
A.A. Milne / Winnie the Pooh 100" Anniversary Exhibition
Thursday 17* September 2.00 — 5.00pm:; Our stories of water with partners in Jamaica
Friday 18" hSeptember 11.00am - 5.00pm This month, instead of the regular Greenshoots Network catch-up
t . . . . . . .
Saturday 19" Saptember 10.00am ~ 12noon there will be a chance to join a webinar with our partners in the Link
Sunday 20" September 1.00 — 5.00pm . q .
T i) Diocese of Jamaica and the Cayman Islands. Everyone is welcome,
urc churchyard tours (weather permitting . . . . .
also available as required and w<.e will be sharlr?g reflections, worship and experiences of.
Saturday 19" September 2.00pm Entertainment water in our respective contexts. 23 September, 6.?:0pm = r_eglstfer
Followed by Teddy Bear’s Picnic ‘til 4.00pm (bring a Ted) to attend. Contact: sloughburnhamdeanery@gmail.com or see link

(Please book Picnic on |.james@saint-laurence com for catering purposes in covering email
or text: 07931942019)

Entrance Free but donations appreciated.
Parking in Upton Court Road Car Park;
Disabled Blue Badge at front of church

OPEN THE BOOK TRAINING MISSION AND PASTORAL MEASURE 2011
B 215" SEPTEMBER 2026 PROPOSED PASTORAL SCHEME: BURNHAM AND
‘\e 0@ Would you like to help bring Bible SLOUGH DEANERY

stories to life for children in our local
schools? Whether you are looking to

/| start an Open the Book team in your . . . .
A parish or would like to refresh your All parishes would have received an email regarding the

existing skills, you are warmly invited to above proposed Pastoral Scheme. This applies to every
| join us for this engaging and practical parish in the Burnham and Slough Deanery, regardless of
training session. whether your parish is specifically included in the Scheme.

Important Notice from the Area Dean

Date: Monday 21st September All PCC Secretaries or Churchwardens where there is no PCC
Time: 10.00am -1.00pm Secretary must carry out the actions detailed in the letter.
Venue: St John the Baptist Church, Eton Once these have been completed, please fill in the
Wick highlighted sections and return confirmation directly to
The training will be led by Steff Shepherd, Open the Book Regional  Claire Green as soon as possible.
Training and Development Officer (South East), who will share Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter, any
practical ideas, resources and encouragement to help teams concerns or clarification required please let me know.
confidently present Bible stories in a way that is interactive,
memorable and fun for children. Revd Canon Janet Binns
Open the Book is a wonderful opportunity to build strong Area Dean of Burnham and Slough

relationships with local schools by sharing the good news of God's
love through storytelling.

There is plenty of parking available along the road outside the DEANERY PRAYER GATHERING
church. We return on Thursday 10*" September at 4pm
If you are interested in attending, please come along and discover online to pray for our Deanery.

how your church can become involved in this valuable ministry to all are welcome to join us

children and schools. Everyone is very welcome. Login details sent weekly by email. For further

information contact:
sloughburnhamdeanery@gmail.com


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ez_QkHMe-YY
https://us.list-manage.com/ln3iOsELyXI?e=765594ee0a&c2id=&m=naWT4nSD1uprvbQ3gIBimcosFwPgqFhKribo1VPq6w5eqG5CUVLFjWHsfnxB
https://us.list-manage.com/ln3iOsELyXI?e=765594ee0a&c2id=&m=naWT4nSD1uprvbQ3gIBimcosFwPgqFhKribo1VPq6w5eqG5CUVLFjWHsfnxB
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